2o4	ELIZABETHAN ENGLAND
MEMENTOS   OF   SPAIN'S   CAPTAIN-GENERAL   OF   THE   OCEAN   SEA.
Notes by the present Marquis of Santa Cruz.
When in 1584 the " never-vanquished " Marque's de Santa Cruz was appointed Captain-General
of the Ocean Sea, he was the most renowned Admiral then living. England's Lord High Admiral,
the Earl of Lincoln, a seaman as well as a courtier of great experience, was old and near his death;
and though Sir Francis Drake was already of wide renown for his daring raids and adventurous
circumnavigation of the Globe, he had not then to his credit any equivalent to such victories as Santa
Cruz had won at St. Michael's and Terceira.1
Among spoils of war possessed by Santa Cruz were the lanterns which had adorned the poops
of the conquered flagships. Concerning these, now illustrating "Elizabethan England/' the present
Marques de Santa Cruz has kindly supplied memoranda, which may be Englished thus:
"The six lanterns, the hereditary property of the Marquises of Santa Cruz were kept in their
Palacio del Viso in Ciudad Real, until 1883: when the then Marque's (Don Francisco de Borja,
Great Chamberlain of the Royal Household) took them to Madrid: placing five of them on deposit
in the Real Armeria, and taking the sixth to his Palacio at 14 Calle San Bernardino. He set great
store by this lantern, as it was from the ship in which Don Alvaro de Bazan, first Marques, hoisted
his flag in the battle of Lepanto, 7 October, 1571.
It is the richest and most decorative of them all; made of pear-wood, gilt; the upper part
where the smoke escapes, as well as the figure of Fame on the top of it, is of bronze, fire-gilt.
Inside there are two short cylindrical tubes in which the tapers or torches were placed. By its
graceful form, its sound proportions and delicate relief carving (primorosa talla) we see it as a
work of art in which the inventive genius of the craftsmen aimed at perfection (se esmeraba) ....
The present Marques de Santa Cruz (Don Mariano), wishing to enjoy the sight of these
lanterns, took four of them, on the 4th of November, 1916, away from the Royal Armoury
where his grandfather (Don Francisco) had placed them; leaving the remaining one there. The
label on that one states, ' With glory and honour this lantern was ta\en by the frst Marques de
Santa Cruz (Don Alvaro de Bazdn) in the galley which he captured from Mohamed Bey son of
Hassan Pasha, King of Algeria and grandson of Barbarossa; in battle of the Island off Sapienza on
the 'jth of October 1572, exactly a year after the memorable battle of Lepanto'
The other four lanterns are now on the staircase of the palace, (14 Calle dc San Bernardino);
two on the first landing below and two on the upper landing.
Those below are spoils from the battle of the Islands, where French and Portuguese ships
commanded by Philip Strozzi were defeated by the Spanish fleet under Santa Cruz .... The
labels are as follows:
' Lantern of the Admiral of the French fleet under Philipp Strozzi, captured in the fight off
the Island of San Miguel (Azores) by Don Alvaro de Bazan, first Marque's de Santa Cruz in 1582.
' Lantern of the Admiral's ship o£ the Portuguese fleet, captured in the fight off the Island of
San Miguel (Azores) by Don Alvaro de Bazan, first Marquis de Santa Cruz, in 1582.'
The two other lights which are on the upper landing of this palace have each a label, thus:
'Lantern from the ship of the Turkish Commander in Chief, Hassan Shereef (Chirivi); captured
at the battle of Lepanto by Don Akaro de Baz4nf first Marque's de Santa Cruz, jth of October,
7577,'
Of the five lights in the Palace of the Calle de San Bernardino, two, as explained, were taken
from the Turks at Lepanto, two from the French and Portuguese off the Azores, and the remaining
one belonged to Don Alvaro de Bazan, ist Marque's .... He carried it on the poop of his ship
1 Described, E.E. vol. IV, pp. 165-215; and 291-304. Omitted from present English Time Tables of
European Dates, and from the new English " History of Spain" by Sir Charles Petrie, Bart., and
Louis Bertrand, London, 1934.

